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Le�er from the

President

BY MEGAN HAVENS, FHFG PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,
On a rainy afternoon in June, my husband
and I were on our way to the coast when we
decided on a whim to stop at Fort Yamhill.
Shortly before passing the casino, we
followed the signs from Highway 47.
There is a half mile path at the Fort that
follows the Old Killimuck Trail. Originally,
the trail went west through the coastal
range. It was used by the Kalapuyans
to visit with the coastal tribes. People
followed it to places like Willamette
Falls where the tribes gathered to trade.
Monitoring travel along the trail is why
the Fort was built on that particular hill.
The signage at this state park is coded so that
you know whether you are reading about
the soldiers or the Native Americans. It is
important to read both. The trail is about
free movement. The fort is about the need to
control that movement. As cultures clashed,
no one could come and go as they pleased.
The Oregon rain fell and turned into
mist. It felt like walking through a cloud.
I wished that we could have stayed on
the old trail all the way to the coast.

With respect,
Megan Havens
president@fhfg.org
831.402.9819

www.fhfg.org
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Friend-ly News & Events

Save the Date!

FG Open Garden with Mimosas,
Muffins, and Museum

Saturday, August 13, 10 A.M. – noon
The last venue of our event series takes us back
to the Walker Naylor District. This wonderful,
whimsical garden is lovingly tended, and has a
unique variety of plants. Enjoy lovely keyboard
music by Geneva Houx. The FHFG Museum at
the Old Train Station and Backyard Garden,
managed by the FG Community School, will
also be open during this event.
Tickets are $10 general / $7 FHFG members
•

Ticket includes one beverage (mimosa with
champagne or non-alcoholic) and light
snack.

•

Ticket sales close when limit is reached or
the day before.

•

Address will be included in the registration
email.

Sept

17
Oct

5

Chalk Art & Corn Roast
Saturday in Downtown
Forest Grove and Pacific
University Campus

Forest Grove
Sesquicentennial
Celebration

Commemorate the 150th
Anniversary of Forest Grove’s incorporation as a city at the Farmers Market.

Oct

8

FHFG Museum at the Old Train Station is reopening on August 6, Open hours are Wednesdays
10-1 and Saturdays 1-4, or schedule an appointment by calling 503-992-1280 or email info@
fhfg.org.

Cemetery Tour

Saturday, 1–4 P.M.
At Forest View Cemetery
More details on page 13
One of the characters
in this year’s cemetery
tour, Alexis Ben Kori,
Professor of Modern
Languages, Paciﬁc
University.

Rebeca Garfia-Mejía, FHFG Summer Intern
Meet our summer marketing intern from Pacific University, Rebeca
Garfias-Mejía. Her core project has been to create a new museum display
to be revealed August 6. She has also translated many of our museum
signs into Spanish, as well as assisting the marketing team with social
media, website updates, and several other projects. Rebeca is pursuing a
Bachelor’s of Arts in Business Administration with a concentration in
Marketing, as well as a minor in Spanish. She interned at the local Chamber of Commerce last summer.
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SNAPSHOT— FOREST GROVE

1870s

Take a look at Forest Grove and discover a vibrant history and
host of characters, ideas, and innovations that have made us
who we are today.

1871: For the first time, Forest Grove has daily access to Portland. Train tracks are laid as far as Cornelius.
1872: Town of Forest Grove is officially incorporated.
1873: First election held and city officials elected. Town now has
ten stores, three hotels, three schools, three doctors and one drug
store. Weekly newspaper is published on Saturday evenings.
1874: Train tracks laid as far as Dilley and beyond.
1878: Vert’s Hall is built downtown and used for many civic
functions. Mail arrives daily by four-horse coach from Portland.
LIBRARY ROOTS
Hungry for Words
When Sydney Harper Marsh returns from a trip east in 1860, he
brings several dictionaries with him and sells one to the Walker
family. It is still in use in 1873 when Mary Richardson Walker comments in her diary: “The whole day was one of interruption. I took
the dictionary to look out a word and was several times call(ed) to
the door in doing.”

LOOKING UP
In 1870, sixty percent of the Forest
Grove population was under the
age of 18. Why was this so?
ANSWER AT THE BOTTOM OF PAGE

TIMES PAST
“At that time, there were a
great many cheap old buildings
hardly worth mention…conditions remained much the same
until after the arrival of the
railroad. Then different parties
opened mercantile houses.”
—John Heisler, Wash Co. News-Times 2-8-12

WESTERN HOUSE
HOTEL
Built in 1871, this building was
located downtown on Pacific
Avenue, a block from Pacific
University.

ANSWER TO LOOKING UP: Many of
the young people were students who
attended Tualatin Academy. Families
sent their children to live in town so
they could attend school. Many of
these students lived in boarding
houses or with other families.

www.fhfg.org
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Featured History...

S

A Storm Like No Other
by Connie Greenlee, FHFG Member

ixty years ago, on October 12, 1962, a storm
like no other swept through the Pacific
Northwest. Weather satellites were in
the beginning stages of development. Consequently, meteorologists and the public had
virtually no warning as the major storm blew
in from the south, beginning just off the coast
of northern California. Ships, cars, and people
were taken unaware by the sudden winds that
reached hurricane force as an unexplained
and unexpected storm made its way north into
Oregon, Washington, and on into southern
British Columbia. No other storm like this one
had or has occurred here.
Mention the Columbus Day storm to anyone
who was living in Oregon at the time and those
three words will evoke memories. Those of us
that were anywhere in the Pacific Northwest at
the time will never forget it. As one author wrote,
“Nature went on a rampage.” (The Big Blow, p 6)
A jewelry store at Lloyd Center in Portland
that stocked barometers noticed how the pressure did flip-flops throughout the day. Employees

thought something was wrong with the barometers. Only later did they learn that there was
nothing wrong with them, rather that the wind
had picked up speed on the Pacific and a major
storm was on its way. Several ships warned of
63 mph winds heading for the Oregon Coast.
Unfortunately, their warnings were ignored.
Coos Bay recorded winds reaching 100 mph. Mt.
Hebo recorded 170 mph winds, and the Morrison
Bridge in downtown Portland logged winds at 116
mph. Wind speeds were high enough describe
the storm as a category 3 hurricane.
The winds and storm were the remains
of Typhoon Freda that had moved through
the Marshall Islands southwest of Hawaii. It
began as a tropical disturbance on September 28, was upgraded to a tropical storm on
October 3, a full-on typhoon on October 5, and
downgraded on October 9 to an extratropical
cyclone. It is unusual for a typhoon to last this
long and to regain strength. On October 11, the
storm moved north along the Oregon coast and
inland toward and up the Willamette Valley,
picking up speed as it went.
Oregonians were experiencing a typical
autumn day, with beautiful fall colors showing
themselves. Many Forest Grovers were ready to
hop in their cars to head home for the weekend
when the storm began. By 5 p.m. Friday, October 12, the storm descended on Forest Grove and
began wreaking its havoc. Regardless of where
one was in the Pacific Northwest, the winds and
rain lasted about four hours. (The Big Blow, p 31)
Forest Grove and the surrounding area
experienced some of the worst rural destrucStorm damage to the birches near Old College
Hall after Columbus Day Storm of 1962.
Paciﬁc University Archives.
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tion along the path of the storm. Virtually all
barns in the area, and the entire Willamette
Valley, were destroyed during this storm.
Billions of board feet of lumber were also
blown down across the state.
Pacific University lost around 50 percent
of its trees. Damage on the campus alone was
estimated at $100,000, nearly $1 million in
today’s dollars. The estimated damage in
the town of Forest Grove was more than $1
million, over $9 million today.
The local power company cut off the electricity in town in order to avoid danger from
the downed power lines. Traffic lights danced
in the wind. Trees toppled, splitting at least
one house in town in half. Phone service was
out until Monday, by which time the power
company had restored 40% of the electricity.
Local farmers lost not only crops but
a massive number of fruit and nut trees.
Cauliflower and broccoli crops were heavily
damaged. Roofs collapsed and shingles sailed
through the air at a speed that broke windows.
www.fhfg.org

Volunteers helping rake up leaves at Paciﬁc
University after the Columbus Day Storm in 1962.
Paciﬁc University Archives.

The wind tore siding off houses and businesses. Mattresses were taken off bedframes
and placed in front of large windows to
prevent debris flying through and shattering
them. One local resident nailed his coat to the
roof of his house to keep from flying away in
the wind while he sat on the roof and experienced the storm.
Several residents recalled their parents
walking home, their cars left on streets
because of the downed power lines and trees
that blocked the roads.
Afterwards, neighbors helped each other
with clean up. Those with chainsaws helped
clear trees. The community came together.
Pacific University students requested that
school be cancelled on Monday, the 15th so that
they could help clean up campus and assist
others around town clear yard debris and
make repairs. Continued on page 12

August 2022
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Volunteers
of the Month
with Terri Erskine, Volunteer Recognition Coordinator

May: Jake Scott

Volunteer of the Month of May is Jake Scott. Owner of Knock Out
Painting, Jake donated paint and his crew's time to brighten up areas
of the Old Train Station, especially the kitchen. The decades-old wall
paper was a hit back in the day, but Jake's crew painted over the chili
peppers and mushrooms for a fresh, updated look.
When asked what inspired him to donate this wonderful service to
FHFG, Jake said that when he was growing up he appreciated adults who
were willing to help as needed. In 2017 he went to Texas to help victims of
Hurricane Harvey and since then likes to help out wherever he can.
Many thanks, Jake, to you and your painters for taking on this long
overdue project; we really needed professionals this time!

June: Travis Powers

We are pleased to present Travis Powers the Volunteer Recognition
Award for June. Travis has volunteered in multiple capacities over the
years. He has helped out at the A.T. Smith house, wrangling parking for
events among other things. At the 2021 Friend’s picnic, he and his wife
Elizabeth emceed to the delight of those in attendance. Shortly after
joining the Board of Directors in 2020, Travis worked on the committee to help make the Halloween Scavenger Hunt event a big success.
(He made a great Clark Kent / Superman impersonation.)
Travis gallantly stepped up to the Treasurer role in January 2022.
Travis has put in many hours working with others on financial accounting, updating Quickbooks, and making sure the organization runs efficiently during this time of transition. His thoughtfulness and kindness
make him a joy to work with.
Thank you Travis, for all your hard work and time you have committed to Friends of Historic Forest Grove.

July: Brett Batchelder

Congratulations to Brett Batchelder of R & B Tree Service for being
recognized as our July Volunteer of the Month. The overgrown maple at
the Old Train Station was making it hard to park in our small parking
lot. When train station manager Ashley Roth contacted Brett's company
about it, he did not hesitate to donate a crew to help us out. They thinned out the tree and opened up it's
canopy. Based in Gaston, R & B Tree Service specializes in big tree removal and tree and plant health.
They also provide expert pruning and other services, focusing on surrounding communities. Member
Terri Erskine is a 10-year customer and says, “Brett is knowledgeable and good at integrating the wants
of the owners with the needs of the trees.” We thank Brett for donating this valuable service!
PAGE
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Summer at the

T

A.T. Smith House
by MARY JO MORELLI
A. T. Smith House/Property Manager

he south façade project was nearing completion. The window that had been in storage
since 2005 had been installed and the siding
replaced. We moved indoors to restore the kitchen
walls. A plan was in place to remove the existing horizontal boards, install shear walls on south, west and
east walls and reinstall the original wall boards.
When removing boards on the west kitchen wall a
structural vertical post on the west end of the restored
facade was exposed to be split. The elements of the
mortis and tenon joint were seriously compromised
exposing several inches of the wood peg. Two tension
cables were installed for temporary support and we
called upon experts in the field to evaluate the damage.
Following consultations we received a proposal
from Historical Salvage and Design LLC that would
involve lifting the roof rafters to remove the swayback
from the roof, raise the floor beams and tension the
posts to bring the walls back to square and apply bracing to maintain the shape.
Board approval was received at the June 16 meeting
and when all equipment is on hand Historical Salvage
(Lee Hebert) will begin the alignment project.
The tension cables are providing support until the
rigging equipment is received. In order to allow sufficient time between adjustments of the rigging for the
structure to relax, Friends of Historic Forest Grove will
purchase the rigging materials to allow the rigging to
remain in place for a long period of time eliminating
conflict with equipment needs by Historical Salvage.
During this process the house will not be accessible for
visitors.
The tension cable in the attic has been instrumental in preserving the house. The 2019 structural work
in the basement is another key factor in our ability to
proceed with the alignment.
This is an exciting step for the Smith House! Your
ongoing support is appreciated as we will continue to
maintain the grounds during this important project.
www.fhfg.org
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Fun Times

At the Old Train Station

by ASHLEY ROTH,
OTS Manager
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The Language of Flowers

On June 18 we had the graceful and
knowledgeable Linda Taylor host
“The Language of Flowers” event at
the OTS. During this event she had
an array of beautiful flowers each
with its very own special meaning. Long before we had emoji’s to
message our emotions, the language
of flowers was used to express feelings, especially those that couldn’t
be spoken aloud. Flower symbolism
has played large roles in the works
of William Shakespeare, mythology,
folklore, sonnets, and the plays of
the ancient Greeks and Romans. The
ancient Egyptians and Chinese also
used flowers symbolically.
While Linda was hosting the
event she showed guests how to
create their very own “Tussie-Mussie’s.” A Tussie Mussie is a symbolic
flower arrangement that Victorians
exchanged instead of written greetings. Little “posy holders” could be
worn pinned to clothing or carried
in the hand to display a tussie-mussie and use its scent to distract from
any bad odors. This was a short and
sweet event and we hope to have
Linda back for future events.
th

Friends of Historic Forest Grove

Japanese Maple gets a facelift

Although the parking lot trees at the
OTS are beautiful, sometimes they
need a professional touch to keep
them safe and healthy. Our Japanese
maple tree at the OTS was creeping
over into the parking spaces and
sidewalks, and up toward the power
lines. One phone call to R&B Tree
Services LLC out of Gaston and the
issue was handled within a week.
Brett Batchelder did not hesitate to
show up and donate his time and
equipment to trim the tree back into
perfect shape. They provide free estimates so give them a call for all your
tree cutting needs- (503) 268-9575.
www.rnbtreeservices.com

Reopening August 6!
Wednesdays 10 A.M. – 1 P.M.
Saturdays 1 P.M. – 4 P.M.

www.fhfg.org

S
T
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Treasures

Curious Items from the
Museum Collection

W

e have two traveling trunks
at the Old Train Station.
These types of trunks were
often called cabin trunks,
steamer trunks or traveling trunks. Traveling
trunks became popular beginning around 1870
when ocean travel on steamships and train travel
became popular.
Nice, ornate travel trunks were somewhat of a
status symbol for travelers.
The first trunk we have at the museum was
donated by Gerry Davis, one of my best friends
from Lincoln Junior High and Forest Grove
Union High School. She bought the trunk at
a Garage Sale in Forest Grove. We have had it
displayed in the “ticket office” since the room was
first created. Recently FHFG member Tom Cook
donated his time and materials to refinish the
trunk for us and it turned out fantastic! Although
this trunk looks like wood on the outside, Tom
discovered that it is actually all metal sides and
top with wood tones painted on. The interior is
all wood and is very ornate. It has tiny wheels for
“easy” movement (as long as it’s in a straight line
on a smooth, even surface).
The second trunk is called a Wardrobe
Steamer Trunk and was also refinished by Tom
Cook. Tom did another fantastic refinishing job
on this trunk too! This trunk was donated in 2014
by FHFG member Robin Lindsley. She and her
husband bought it 40 years ago when they were
newly married. It was purchased at a second hand
store for $5.00 and they stored blankets in it for
many years. The interior has drawers and hangers for the person’s clothing. This one was made

www.fhfg.org

by CHERYL SKINNER

by CHERYL SKINNER
photos by DON SKINNER

by Henry Likly & Company of Rochester, N.Y.
sometime between 1870 and 1925. Mr. Likly died
in 1897 and it’s believed the company was run by
his children until 1925. At it’s peak the company
produced over 30,000 trunks yearly!
Many, many thanks to Tom Cook for his
amazing skill in restoring and refinishing. He has
also done restorations for FHFG of the vintage
cider press which is now at the AT Smith house
and a rope bed.
If you are in need of refinishing or restoration of your own antique furniture pieces, I would
recommend contacting Tom (360-955-1388,
navypadretom@gmail.com).
Also, a big thanks to all who have generously
donated items to the Old Train Station Museum.

August 2022
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Recognition

ERIC G. STEWART AWARD
for Historic Preservation

T

From left to right: Elena Uhing, Holly Tsur, Jennifer Brent, Melody Haveluck, George Cushing

he Forest Grove Historic Landmarks Board bestowed the 2022 Eric G. Stewart Award to Holly
Tsur for her outstanding efforts to help preserve the architectural treasures of Forest Grove.
Holly was appointed to the Historic Landmarks Board in September of 2009 and served
for 13 years, including as Chair from 2015 to 2020. Holly’s loving restoration of one of Forest Grove's
most iconic historic homes, the Smith-Scholfield House, an 1860s Second Empire/Queen Anne home,
exemplified her love of and devotion to Forest Grove’s beautiful historic homes.We applaud the work
of Holly Tsur and her dedication to preserve, promote, and advocate for Forest Grove’s irreplaceable
historic sites and assets for the cultural, economic, and educational benefits of everyone.

Featured History continued...
About Connie Greenlee
Connie remembers the Columbus Day Storm
from when she was barely six years old living in
Lebenon, Oregon and how afraid she was that
the old oak tree in the backyard would fall and
split the house in half! She holds several degrees,

PAGE
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including a D.Min from Lipscomb University,
an MAT from Pacific University, and a Business
Management degree with a minor in History
from the University of Maryland.
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Grave Matters
Forest View Cemetery
October 8, 1–4 p.m.

What do a painter, a professor, a pilot, druggist, mason, archer, suffragist, and a banker
have in common? They all will be featured
in the upcoming “Grave Matters” Cemetery
Tour at the Forest View Cemetery.
The FHFG team of docents at Old College
Hall (during Concours d'Elegance) were
excited to see artifacts by these characters including paintings by Nettie Shipley Haines done 1880 - 1888 and bows by
F.S. Barnes.
If you have any questions about the “Grave
Matters” Cemetery Tour or would like to
participate, please contact Cherie Savoie
Tintary at 951-515-4039.

www.fhfg.org

August 2022
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ST OR M
The Columbus Day
Local Reminiscences

Leslie Jones Webster remembers being home with her family when the storm
hit. They lived near Mountain View Cemetery. The family watched as the side
of the neighbor’s house blew in and a telephone pole crashed on their car, at
which point her parents decided it was time to head to the basement. Her dad
had an emergency radio that they listened to while huddling together.
Bob Mills was 17 and a senior in high school at the time.
He recalled a tree falling through the middle of the
house at 16th and Maple. He and a friend were in the
backyard when his dad saw sheet metal flying toward
them and hurried them inside. Bob, his dad, and mom
threw a rope in the branch of a tree in their yard to keep
it from blowing over on their house. It was a successful
attempt; but in retrospect, “probably not the smartest
thing we could have done.” Bob was pleased with the
wind because it blew the leaves away and trees down, and he was temporarily
saved from raking. Unfortunately, his dad planted more trees.
Cindy Branda Ertell was just shy of her sixth birthday. She was home with
her mom and two younger siblings. Her dad was hunting in eastern Oregon.
She remembers being very frightened. She watched three very large trees
across the street sway and was worried they would come down. They had
a large picture window with nine separate panes of glass in it, and she felt
vulnerable with all that glass. They huddled around the fireplace, trying to
keep warm, and her mom trying to keep them calm. She listened to her transistor radio when she went to bed for the comfort of human voices.

Don Skinner was a 7th grader at Lincoln Junior High
at the time. He had just gotten himself a snack when
he noticed the wind picking up and the living room
window moving because of the wind. He watched 3 or
4 trees come down, limbs hit power lines, and noises
and sparks as the power went out. His mom was at the
grocery store but made it home. His dad arrived home
around 6:30, having to walk the last couple of blocks
due to downed trees. He pleaded with his parents after
dinner to let him stand in the wind. They finally relented; and he was able to
stand, leaning into the wind at approximately a 45-degree angle. They were
without electricity for about a week.
PAGE
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Cheryl Selfridge Skinner, ten years old at the time, and her sister Peggy were
playing in the front yard when the storm hit. They would lean into the wind
or put their backs to it, and it would hold them up. They were having such a
good time and very disappointed when their mom called them inside. Her
mom closed the drapes, which made them unhappy since they liked watching the wind.
Bob Larkins was ten years old at the time. He was at
choir practice at the Methodist Church when the
storm began. He walked outside to meet his mother
and stood under one of several oak trees that dotted
the property. He heard a loud boom, looked up, saw
a branch crack and fall toward him, and quickly got
out of the way. It caught in two other branches, then
fell to the ground right where he had been standing.
As they were driving home, they saw trees flying
and branches everywhere on the road. He remembers pounding rain and
the wind sounding like the ocean. The family moved to the basement, and
extended family came and joined them. Several friends of his sister came to
their house when they were unable to get home up on David Hill. Fourteen
people in all were at their house. At 2 a.m., everyone was still awake; and his
dad BBQed burgers for everyone.
Mike Hutchins was 21 in 1962. He was a freshman in college at the University
of Portland. He came home Friday afternoon so his mom would do his laundry. (She owned the funeral home that is now the community school.) He
and his mom went to buy groceries at Safeway. The power went out while
they were in line to pay. Fortunately, Safeway still had manual cash registers. He remembers the wind howling and blowing shingles off the back
side of their house and the backside of the mortuary, breaking windows out
all across on the north side of Pacific Avenue.

David Morelli’s dad was very pleased that their house only lost one
roofing shingle, since he had just finished putting on a new roof.
They were without power for two weeks and had to haul water for
their cows from the creek using a tank on a children’s wagon. The
chest freezer stayed cold and they only lost the ice cream, which
melted. They used the trash burner in the kitchen for heat.
They watched a neighbor’s shed rise up a couple of feet before it
collapsed into a pile. A neighboring farmer had brought his herd into
his barn for safety, and the barn collapsed with the loaded hay loft
crushing most of the herd.
Their own cow refused to enter the barn because it was damaged
by the wind. Their barn bent, but his dad straightened it.

www.fhfg.org
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Help tell our
stories...

Partin g

S h ot

• Join us and volunteer.
• Donate refundable cans/bottles with
BottleDrop blue bags.
• Designate FHFG with Amazon Smile.
• Host a birthday/event fundraiser through
Facebook.
• Remember FHFG in your estate planning.
If you need help with any of these,
email info@fhfg.org or call 503-992-1280

Thank You because none of our
work could continue without you!

FRIENDS OF HISTORIC
FOREST GROVE
PO BOX 123
FOREST GROVE OR 97116
(503) 992-1280 (messages)
info@fhfg.org
www.fhfg.org
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

This Centennial Cake was made to celebrate
Pacific University in 1949. All are invited for
Sesquicentennial Cake to celebrate Forest
Grove's 150th anniversary on Wednesday,
October 5 at the Farmers Market.
Pacific University Archives

