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ON THE COVER: The colors seemed more vibrant; the air
seemed fresher; everyone enjoyed gathering in-person for
the July FHFG picnic at the A.T. Smith House property. The
beautiful floral centerpieces were provided by Randi Johnson.
Photo by Nader Khoury
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Letter from the

President
by MEGAN HAVENS, FHFG PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,
I have had several conversations recently that start with someone wondering how things
will be different in a post-COVID world. One person says, “I hope I never have to use
Zoom again!” Another says, “I plan to burn all my masks in a bonfire!” Finally, someone
says, “I learned to make great sourdough bread. Does anyone need a starter?” Many of us
learned new skills and mastered them: Will we continue to use them going forward?
Organizations like Friends of Historic Forest Grove survived the COVID isolation
by using online communication tools. During isolation, we built many relationships
with new people. These new people are passionate about local history and, so far, they
love to participate in our online world. We hope these people will become members.
We hope that as things open up, they will come to events and become volunteers.
How can we make that happen? If all of us meet and greet them where they are: online. We
are asking our current members to make their presence known, welcome others, and invite
them to participate. Please open up the emails you receive from us so that you will know
about upcoming events. Please invite people you are in contact with online to attend those
events. Read your eBlasts and share the news. We hope our social media contacts will grow
into active members—and we need our current members to be a part of the process.
I’m writing this the morning after the Annual Picnic at the A.T. Smith House. What
a joy it was to hold an event where we could greet each other and catch up after a year
of isolation! It was satisfying that both old and new members were present. As an
introduction to the post-COVID world we are moving into, it was perfect. Thank you!

With respect to all,
Megan Havens, president
president@fhfg.org
831.402.9819

www.fhfg.org

August 2021

PAGE

3

Did you know...

You can support FHFG without
spending an extra dime!
• EASY to set up!

• Oregon Bottle Drop- Ask us for blue bags to recycle
your cans/bottles. We can even pick up for you!
• Amazon Smile Program- FHFG earns
a percentage of your purchases.
• Fred Meyer Rewards Program- 				
FHFG earns a percentage of your purchases.
• Employer Donation Match with Benevity.
• Birthday/event fundraising
through Facebook.
If you are unsure how to set up any of these, or need to request recyclables
to be picked up, please email info@fhfg.org or call 503-992-1280.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Megan Havens, President
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Friend-ly News & Events

Our FHFG Annual Picnic was a
delightful, in-person success!
It was wonderful to get together under clear
skies and the shade of the A.T. Smith House.
We extend a huge THANK YOU to more
than 30 volunteers who contributed their
time and talents to pull off this event.

Save These Dates!

Aug

21
Sept

18

1:00 P.M.
Gales Creek School
Plaque Presentation.
9125 NW Sargent Rd, Gales Creek
The museum will be open.

Chalk Art Festival by Valley
Art Association on Main
Street, Forest Grove.

Sept Chamber of Commerce

18-19

Corn Roast
Pacific University campus

Sept

Cedar Mill Cider Festival at
the JQA Young House 1:00PM
- 4:00PM. Parking at the
Cedar Mill Bible Church,
12208 NW Cornell Rd.

Oct

Historic Forest Grove bus tour!
Pencil in the date and
watch for updates.

Dec

Hold this date for our
FHFG Holiday Social!

19
10
5

To see more photos of the
Annual Picnic visit
https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsofHistoricForestGrove

www.fhfg.org
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Recognition —
			

FHFG presents plaques to five 		
outstanding Forest Grove historic homes
Melody Haveluck, committee co-chair,
presents a plaque to Craig and Desi Lang.
Home Descriptions by Skip Buhler.
Photos by Terri Erskine.

After several months of thorough consideration, the Historic Properties Recognition Committee
(aka the “Plaquing Team”) selected five homes to receive plaques in recognition of their historic
significance in Forest Grove and within the surrounding area. On June 26, an unusually hot day in
the Grove, the current owners were presented with a plaque and a booklet commemorating their
house, filled with details on the home and its long list of residents. It just so happened that, in this
case, all of the homes were located on Ash Street, and less than two blocks apart. Our thanks go out
to the current homeowners for their efforts in the preservation of these gorgeous structures.

Armentrout House Ca. 1908

The first home to be plaqued, the Armentrout
House (1724 Ash St.), built in ca. 1908, is a
beautiful stick-style Craftsman, and home of
Matt and Emily Rawls. George Armentrout
was known as the oldest game hunter in the
county, and he and his wife Melissa retired
here shortly after it was built. An interesting
note of this home is that it was moved from
facing 18th Avenue, to face Ash St. around 1912.

Baldwin House Ca. 1908

The second house to be plaqued was the
Baldwin House (1735 Ash St.), dating ca. 1908,
and currently the home of Desi and Craig
Lang. The façade of the bungalow is striking,
with Tuscan columns, window bays and
Craftsman details. Harvey Baldwin and his
brothers were all brick masons, and local
contractors. The Langs have done much to
enhance the exterior of the home, and have
added a garage on the home’s south side.
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Barber House 1908

Third to be plaqued that day was The
Barber House (1714 Ash St.), also built
ca. 1908, and the home of Teresa and
Jim McGuire, who have lived here since
1996. Jerome and Dora Barber were
Congregational Church ministers. An
eclectic blend of styles, most resembling
the Prairie Style, with Craftsman
elements, the Barber House is one of the
few Prairie Style structures in the Grove.

Bryant House 1892

Fourth, the Bryant House (1636 Ash
St.), built in 1892, is the home of Jerry
and Stephany Anderson, who have
lived in the house for over 57 years.
It is a vernacular farmhouse, built
by Portland architect J. C. Garman.
Children of pioneers, Hale and Florence
Bryant were the parents of Archie
Bryant, a well-known photographer
in the Grove for numerous years.

Coon House 1920

Finally, the Coon House (1622 Ash St.),
built ca. 1920, and the home of Pamela
and Mark Bailey, was originally the
home of Ida and Willard Coon, a
beloved veterinarian, and patriarch
of three generations of Forest Grove
vets. Dr. Coon also served as a city
councilman. The Baileys, both Forest
Grove educators, have done much for
the home, and have a beautiful garden,
filled with many elusive dinosaurs.

www.fhfg.org
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Letters from 1945

n 1945, within about four weeks
after the end of World War II, my
parents rented a house in Forest
Grove, OR, when my father (Allan
Laursen) took up an appointment as
librarian at Pacific University. My
mother (Helen Laursen) wrote regularly
to her mother (Mary Brown), who at
that time was living in Detroit, MI.
The letters were written between August
and December, 1945. They stopped, either
because they were not saved, or because
my grandparents (Fred and Mary Brown)
moved to Forest Grove early 1946.

N

That's me,
Richie at age 7,
on the left and
my five-yearold brother
Erik on the
right. There's
mom's shadow!

Here we are again in Newport. We like it
so well we came back and brought Allan.
We plan to leave from here Thursday
evening. … we want to move into our new
home on Saturday. The address is 113 Third
Avenue, S.E. in Forest Grove. I hope to find
time to write in detail in a week or so.

8

orest Grove, Oregon
September 12, 1945

Dear Mother,
There are so many things to tell and so
little time. We are partially settled but I'm
taking time off to can 5 quarts of pears
and 27 quarts of peaches (more to come).
We aren't in the least disappointed in
the town. Richie is started in school
and both boys are enrolled in the First
Congregational Sunday School.

Allan hasn't had one bit of
hay fever this fall.

Dear Mother,
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This was our Forest Grove house. We
didn't get to live here long as dad got
another job and we moved to California
at the end of the summer of 1946.

Susie is happy to be at home and is a
good as gold. She sits some and crawls
a little and is very much admired.

ewport, Washington
August 27, 1945
(postcard)

Love, Helen

by RICHARD LAURSEN—NEWTON, MA

Our house is nice and I'll
write details when I can.
Love, Helen

Editor’s Note: We will share more messages
in the next Gazette issue and post some
on Facebook throughout the fall.

Friends of Historic Forest Grove

www.fhfg.org

Summer...

(L-R) Phil Clark sings his "Tabitha Brown" song. Robyn and Dan Beagle enjoy the picnic. Travis and Elizabeth
Powers hosted the event. Photos by Nader Khoury and Terri Erskine						

H

at the A.T. Smith House
By Tom Beck, FHFG Board Member & Co-chair Capital Campaign Committee
ow sweet to be eating watermelon
while looking down the Wapato
Valley at our annual summer
picnic. The picnic was enjoyed
by many of our members on a perfect
summer evening with Slow Rise cookies,
wonderful turkey wraps from the Forest
Grove Sandwich Shop, and music provided
by John White and friends. The newly
framed information signs from Kathy Juvet
and new donations from Betsy Meier, Terri
Erskine, and Troy Davis enhanced the tours
of the interior of the house. The well-weeded
Abigail’s Garden and the nicely mowed
parking area gave the entire atmosphere a
special flavor to our evening. Thanks to the
many volunteers who came to the June work
party and provided the immense amount
of time and labor to put on the picnic.
Work will soon begin on the restoration
of the south façade of the house with the
support of a $4134 grant from the City of
Forest Grove through the Community
Enhancement Grant program.
www.fhfg.org

In June our Capital Campaign Committee
met with the City Manager and Parks
Director to discuss our continuing
partnership with the City. We agreed
that our first step would be to have the
City improve the look of the area that is
intended to become the A. T. Smith Park
by removing the loads of soil the City has
been storing, removing the logs that are
between the area we use for parking and
Abigail’s Garden, and mowing the area from
our entrance road to their north property
line. Additionally, we agreed that as we
move forward with our work, the City
will work to match our development with
development of their park. When completed
the City park will have a picnic pavilion,
restrooms, and parking that we can use in
conjunction with our events and events
the City will have at our amphitheatre.
Again, appreciation to all those who
donate their time and labor to maintain the
property on many a warm summer day.

August 2021
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aturday, July 10th, Cheryl and
I hosted a group of 14 visitors from
the Walk.Learn.Connect. program
headed by Cindy Cosenzo. Most of these
visitors were from Hillsboro and were very
taken with the museum and information
we provided. After the museum tour they
walked through parts of Walker-Naylor
District and Painter’s Woods District with
a visit to Rogers Park. Cindy reported that
many of the visitors said they would return
to the museum with family and friends.

T

hursday, July 15, Cheryl and
I, along with Megan, Martha and
Melody welcomed Alice Bender,
who donated the Levina Lyon Watt china
set to Friends. Alice is the granddaughter
of Levina. Levina’s home is on the corner
of 15th and Elm Street. Alice turned 96
on July 16 and getting the china back to
its home town was on her bucket list.

S

By Don Skinner,
Museum Manager
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Above: Walk.Learn.Connect.
program visitors at the OTS.
photo by Cheryl Skinner
Below: A platter from the
Levina Lyon Watt china set.
Photo by Melody Haveluck

Jim Hilsenkopf put together a book
containing information we have on the
Watt family, Lyon family and the Watt
house. This was presented to Alice along
with a small bouquet of flowers in a FHFG
coffee cup. Alice’s son, Jack found a quilt in
our “bedroom” made by Elizabeth Benefiel
Parsons. The Benefiel name and Elizabeth
specifically are in their family tree.

Fun Times

At the Old Train Station

W
S

e are now open by appointment
but as we follow COVID
guidance, that may change.
So call or email for the latest information.

aturday, July 17, Cheryl and I
hosted a group of Triumph car owners
to the FHFG Museum. They were on
a car tour sponsored by Friends members
Theresa and Ken Floyd and the Museum was
their first stop. As classic car enthusiasts we
really enjoyed seeing their cars and bidding
them fond adieu as they drove away.

Friends of Historic Forest Grove

Below, left: A lovely day for a
drive and a visit to the OTS.
Below: Alice Bender, her son
Jack Ogan and extended
family. Photo by Don Skinner

www.fhfg.org
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S
T
O
Treasures

Curious Items from the
Museum Collection

by CHERYL SKINNER

fell in love with the Autograph
Books belonging to Hazel and Vera
Sills early on in my time at the
Old Train Station. When I began
to read the entries I was surprised and
delighted by the clever poems and sayings.
Autograph books have been around for
centuries, originally for students to collect
signatures of classmates and teachers.
They originated in the German and Dutch
regions of Europe and by the 18th century
were popular in America. Their popularity
peaked during the Civil War. They
contained personal notes, poems, drawings
and signatures of friends and colleagues.

1913. Leon did well farming expanding
into building new homes in an area now
named for him, Sills Addition, circa
1955. Sills Addition is in the NW part of
Forest Grove. Hazel has a park named
for her which is located in the same area,
Hazel Sills Park on Willamina Ave.
Vera married a schoolmate named Virgil
Redetzke. He wrote an entry in Vera’s
Autograph Book which I’ve included
with this article. They had no children.
I hope you can come in sometime soon
and find “Treasures” of your own.

Autograph books were eventually replaced
with school yearbooks and the publishers
added blank pages for signatures.
We have three autograph books, one
belonged to Hazel Mack Sills and two
belonged to her daughter Vera Sills.
Hazel’s is dated 1900-1904 during the
time she lived in Deming, Washington
before marrying Leon Sills in October
1910. Vera’s books are dated 1927-1928 and
1929-1933. Most of the entries in Vera’s
books are from schoolmates at Thatcher
School and Forest Grove High School.
Leon and
Hazel settled
in Forest
Grove on
a farm on
Thatcher.
Vera was
born to them
in Forest
Grove in

www.fhfg.org
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Mary Lopez and her remarkable...

A

American Family

By Jim Morris, FHFG Member

s an incoming Freshman at Forest
Grove High School in 1949, Mary
Lopez had to face Mr. Bennett’s
infamous “freshman math
quiz.” Seeing Mary, he said “You must be
Mary Lopez, Jim Lopez’s sister,” to which
Mary replied “No, he’s my brother.”
Jim, two years older than Mary, had set the
math quiz record, as Mr. Bennett reminded
Mary. Undaunted, Mary quickly finished
the quiz and was out the door. Later that day
she learned that her time was second only
to Jim in school history, earning a “Can you
believe a girl did that?” from the teacher.

Mary Lopez and her sister Betsy in
Timber, Oregon circa 1942.

Reading between the lines, you already
know much about Mary and her family.
Smart, determined, straightforward,
honest and fair, “The Lopez Kids” were
different. But you might not imagine why.
How could Jose Lopez, a dirt-poor boy
from Silao, Mexico, marry a vivacious
young girl named Maria, find railroad
work in America, move to tiny Timber,
Oregon, during the depression, and send
their five children through college, with
one of them, Lela, becoming the first
Mexican-American State Senator?
Here are some clues. Maria’s mantra was:

Mary, second from the right,
with her extended family. She
never married— these are her
siblings with their children and
grandchildren.
Newlyweds
Maria and Jose Lopez
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“My girls will be educated.” Jose, though
he never went to school, learned to read
National Geographic and other magazines.
Each night after dinner, he gathered the
children and taught them about states and
countries and world events. To this day his
children share a love for world travel.
Jose’s special passion was astronomy. Many
nights, even in winter, they would go outside
to lie on blankets and watch the stars.
Growing up in Timber during depression
and war years, the family made frequent
trips to Forest Grove for groceries, “Tip Top”
dinners and western movies! In fact, Maria
learned “American” cooking by copying
Tip Top meals during the following week.
Mary remembers that Monday meals were
challenging, but by Friday all was delicious.
Mary remains close with her earliest high
school friend, a lady we know as Joyce
Sauber. We are thankful that Joyce brought
Mary to a Blathering Gathering, where
we could meet this remarkable lady.

Updates

T

Historic Landmarks Board
By Melody Haveluck,
FHFG Liaison to the Historic Landmarks Board

here have been some changes to
the membership of the Board.
Kelsey Trostle is the newly
appointed Chair. An enormous
thank you goes out to Holly Tsur for
her many dedicated years of service as
Chair. Holly will continue as a Board
member. George Cushing is returning as
the steadfast Secretary and Jennifer Brent
as the fearless Vice-Chair. Additional
new Board Members include Heidi Ruby
and Melody Haveluck, as well as Council
Liaison Elena Uhing, replacing Council
Member Tom Johnston after his passing.
If interested in any of the remaining open
positions, check the City of Forest Grove
website to access the application and details.
The HLB will continue its Historic
Preservation Grant program in current
cycle, including funding of the 2021-2022
CEP Grant Program from the City of
Forest Grove. This year's funding awarded
$4,152 to the Board that will be dispersed in
increments of $750 per project. If interested,
you can find the Historic Preservation
Grant Application on the City’s website.

Maria and Jose Lopez at their
70th anniversary.

www.fhfg.org

On October 26, 2020, the Oregon
State Advisory Committee on Historic
Preservation and the Oregon State Historic
Preservation Officer officially listed and
recognized the Forest Grove Downtown
Historic District on the National Register!
The Board has selected a committee and is
producing a downtown brochure similar to
those of the existing three historic districts.
August 2021
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Story and photos
courtesy of
Joyce Sauber

Turning 100

I

Gales Creek
Schoolhouse
t’s 1921. Imagine the excitement and
anticipation as Gales Creek families
watch the construction of a new school
building on the one-acre school grounds!

The Gales Creek School District was established
in 1849. The first school building was a one
room log cabin, located near Balm Grove. In
1862, Caroline (Lee) Iler donated an acre of
ground to Gales Creek School District. For 57
years, the old one room school building served
the community well. By 1921, the community
had outgrown the old building and was ready
for something modern. The new two-room
school building had a full above ground
basement, two classrooms and a full-size attic.
Nine steps led up to the double front entry doors.
The lower grades entered on the left and upper
grades entered on the right. Straight ahead
was the rope to the school bell, which signaled
the beginning of the school day—and recess.
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School photo circa 1930. Second from right in bottom
row with cap is Lester Heisler (1923-2021), long-time
FHFG member.

Inside the classrooms, black boards covered
one wall. The opposite wall was a bank of
windows--a valued source of light until
electricity was added. Students hung their
coats and lunch buckets in the cloakrooms.
Two folding doors divided the two classrooms
and were opened for school programs and
community events. The building was heated
with a wood furnace, later converted to sawdust.
There was one heat vent in each classroom.
Inside the classrooms were rows of wood
desks with ornate metal frames. The teacher
had a very large oak desk that sat at the
front of the room. An American flag and a
picture of President George Washington
hung on the wall behind the teacher.
At the time the building was constructed,
there was no running water inside the

Friends of Historic Forest Grove

www.fhfg.org
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, Joyce Shorb, started first grade in the Fall
of 1941. For a six year old child, it took a lot of
courage on my part to climb those nine steps to
enter the front door on the first day of school.

I lived half a block from the school. We all
brought our lunches until 1944, when hot lunches
were required. Our teacher opened very large
cans of soup. The soup was heated on a one
burner stove and served in heavy bowls. The
teacher took the bowls home to wash them.

The original Gales Creek School built in 1860s.

building. Water was brought to the school
in metal buckets from Iler Creek. Indoor
restrooms were put into the building storage
rooms in 1945 or 46. Prior to that, boys and
girls outdoor toilets were located behind the
playshed—a long walk on a rainy or snowy day.
In the Fall of 1949, a new school building opened
for students in first through sixth grade.
Seventh and eighth graders remained in the
1921 building. Years later, more classrooms
were added to the 1949 building and the 1921
building became a music room, a place for
special events, and space for child care. In
1965, a Kindergarten classroom was built in
the basement with an outside entrance.
In the late 1960s, Gales Creek School District
consolidated with Forest Grove School
District and the bell tower was removed.
A solid wall replaced the folding doors.
Later, two exit doors and a handicap ramp
were added to the back of the building.
While many changes have occurred over the
years, the 1921 building is still in use as a school
building. The Gales Creek Community is
looking forward to Friends of Historic Forest
Grove placing a plaque on the 1921 building in
recognition of 100 years of service: 1921-2021.

I

Back of the school at Gales Creek built in 1921.

n 1950, the 1921 school building was dedicated as
the Jennie Ranes Building. Jennie (Hoodenpyle)
Ranes, a very talented and dedicated teacher,
came back to teach during the war and
remained until she retired in the early 1950s.
The Jennie Ranes Building's original lower
classroom now contains a museum which
Joyce Sauber created. It contains replicas of
all school buildings since 1849, early student
attendance records, class pictures, and desks.

Please Join Us!

August 21 at 1:00 P.M.
Gales Creek School
Plaque Presentation.
9125 NW Sargent Rd, Gales Creek
The museum will be open.

The current schoolhouse.

www.fhfg.org
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Help us tell
the story...

Partin g

S h ot

Join us—become a member!
Volunteer
Donate Historic Items—We’d
really like someone to donate
a Sears or Montgomery Ward
Christmas catalog for our
mid-century display.
Donate Products & Services.
Contribute Funds.
Remember us in your estate
planning.
And Thank You
because none of our work
could continue without you!

FRIENDS OF HISTORIC
FOREST GROVE
PO BOX 123
FOREST GROVE OR 97116
(503) 992-1280 (messages)
info@fhfg.org
www.fhfg.org
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

We are celebrating Veterans during the entire
month of November. We are looking for
interesting militaria to be on loan to us for
all of November. If you have something of
interest, please contact Don Skinner at
otsmanager@fhfg.org.

